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NEWS RELEASE SUMMARY - February 7, 2007 

United States Attorney Carol C. Lam announced that Joshua Eveloff  pled guilty today in federal court 

in San Diego to  fraud in connection with the generation of commercial electronic mail (e-mail) messages 

over the Internet for profit.  In connection with his plea, Eveloff admitted that he caused commercial e-mail 

messages, more commonly known as “spam,” to be sent out to millions of people during a three-month period 

in 2004. Eveloff, of Carter Lake, Iowa, entered his guilty plea before Magistrate Judge Nita L. Stormes, 

subject to final acceptance of the plea by the Honorable Larry A. Burns, United States District Court Judge, 

at the time of sentencing. 

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Anne  Perry, who prosecuted the case, court documents allege 

that Eveloff solicited another individual, Michael S. Twombly,  to lease computer access throughout the 

United States. Twombly then provided the password and login information to Eveloff, allowing Eveloff to 

send the spam from his computer in Iowa.  The case first came to the attention of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation when a company called “Biznesshosting,” based in Florida, reported that its computers had been 



used to transmit what was conservatively estimated at 1.5 million spam messages within a 6-hour period. 

Most of the spam sent out by Eveloff advertised a product called “Password Stealer,” which claimed to allow 

a user to “steal anyone’s password who uses your PC.” 

Michael S. Twombly previously pled guilty to fraud and is scheduled to be sentenced in April 2007. 

This case represents the first prosecution in the Southern District of California, and only the second 

prosecution in the state under the “CAN-SPAM” Act of 2004, which was passed by Congress to combat the 

abuse of computer networks by “spammers.” 

A hearing is scheduled before Judge Burns on April 30, 2007, at 9:00 a.m. for final acceptance of the 

plea and sentencing. 

DEFENDANT Case Number: 06cr1715-LAB 

Joshua Edward Eveloff  Age 27 Carter Lake, Iowa 

SUMMARY OF CHARGES 

Fraud in Connection with Electronic Mail

Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1037 (a)(3) and (a)(4)

Maximum penalty is 3 years’ incarceration and a maximum fine of $250,000.
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


